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Ra ys 


TRIAL GF MR. PARLIAMENT! 


For vartous oets op Hieh Treason, Sedition, Swindiing, and 
ether Misdemcenours committed against the Mujisty of the 


Preopl: ! 


—_——— 


rar ae 
Come to tiie Bar! and, thon cant, defend 
Ti lawted aine, avd prove thee howour’s [riend ! 
THIS caszse : e- recenily (ried at the bar of the People: whea 
fy. Parlias' ft has beer —— ied in Consequence of a 
pudlic hee dhe ory aver the delingucnt, he was placed in 
safe cu va unGlthe dey of trial. Mr. Justice Common 


Seuse, Was ironed tof of this extraordinary commission 
for the occasion, ard teck his seit on the bench at lalf-past 
cis. iu the wu. orning. The Court was ticonged with spec. 
taturs, Who scemed vers — in‘eres‘ed in the event but 
they «Pag ved thar Mr. Common Sense, was very much un. 
like acommes. , dee in his appearance. Silence being ob- 
tained, the Jury were c¢ ted ind about to be sworn, when 
Serjeant Swearaway, ene of th. connse! for the defendant, 
a hy objected to the guri: diction of the Court. 

. Justice Comman santas Upon what grounds do 
sii oh Serjeant Swearaway % 

Serjoont Swearaway. W s mv Jord, before I answer that 
question, [ must ask you what this Court is, as at present 
eonstituted ? 

Cominon Sense, 
of Justice f 

Suvarcway. 
Mr. Parliament, 


you 


You ought to know that this is @ Court 


Then Tam net bound to answer, My client, 
has nothing to do witha Court of Justice, 


or with justice of any description, We shall remove the 
case Intu a Court of Law ! 
Conaon Sense. Your objection must be over-ruled, Do 


you mean to say thit dated and justice are not naturally con- 
nected wit! one anot e Y 

Sucaraway, No! ; lord! not ex actly that, but your 
lordship must know, that although they are very nearly re 
lated, like most other relations, ‘they seldom agree ; and it 
isa little hard, after my client has done all he inaid for dau 
against justice, that justice should have any thing to d> with 
his conduct, when, I can confidently swear, that we had 

notying whatos er to do with her’s at any time, 

Common Sense. That is the charge against you in effect, 
Its an objec tion that cannot 20w be maintained. It might 
do in the Court of . Proceed, : 

The Jury were now sworn; and the pleadings were opened 


oy Mr. Thomas P! ainway, for the prosecution, nearly as 
Ollows :-. 











et ae at GE ee 


My Lord,—This is an indictment against the prisoner at 
the bar for various acts of High Treason, Sedition, Swind. 
ling, and other misdemeanours, by him committed against 
the people of this realms in opposition to the constitution 
thereof, and to the great detriment of the nation. I shall 
not take up your lordship’s time with any declamato: y ha. 
rangue upon the enormity of the offences with which the 
defendant is charged; being much more pleased to :.st the 
decision of the Jury upon the evidence of the witnesses, than 
upon any comments of my own. I shall, therefore, merely 
state the offences which L am prepared to prove against the 
prisoner, and call my witnesses to establish the facts. The 
first offence laid in the indictment is the crime of high treason 
against the Majesty of the people. Jdigh treasan consists ia 
any overt act to destroy the Sovereign. Now the So..retgn 
of a free people is tue LAWw—and the prisoner is charged 
with having destroyed the law, in various iostances—and 
couscquently with having gone about to compass the des. 
traction of the Sovereign, ‘To establish this point, J) shalt 


callin John Holdfast. 
Let John Heoldfast be called, 


Plainway., What is your name? 


Holdjast. Joho Woldfast. 

Plainway. How old are you? 

Hioldfast. Near cighty. 

Plainway. Are youacquainted withthe Laws of England? 
Ifoldjast. Yes. LT have studied them all my life. 


Plainway. bar, Mr. 
Parliament ? 

Holdjast. Oh yes, very well. Too well by half. 

Plainway. Do you know any act by which he has endan- 
gered or sought to destroy the law? 

Floldfast. Yes, many ; of which I have frequently warned 
him, and caused others to warn him ; but to no purpose. I 
know that be has w antonly cut and maimed many of them ; 
forced others, against their known intentions, to bad pur. 
poses; introduced new ones that were ‘either good for no- 
thing, or prejudicial ; and above all that, he abolished the 
great charter, and suspended Habeas Corpus until it nearly 
expired, 

Cross-examincd by Serjeant Swearaway: 

Swcaraway. You are very old, Sir. 

Hloldjast. Yes, temperance and aclear conscience are 


Do you know the prisoner at the 


tolerable helps on the road to age. 

Swearaway. Yes, Sir, may be; but are you not too old 
to think? 

Holdjast. Tam a great deal too old to think as you do, of 
as you would have me, 
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Swearaway. Don’t be impertinent, Sir. 
fendant has destroyad the law, Now will 
it out of malice, or from any tlewill ? 

Holdfast. Few people would commit an acl of destruction 
out of good-will to the thing or party destroyed. 

Swearaway. That is no answer, Sir, Will you swear 
that the defendant really had any malice against the law? 

Ffoldfast. 1 wilt only sever what TL Aace—that he did 
destroy the law without any national necessity for so doing, 
[f you mean to say that Mr. Parliament destroyed it out of 
pure affection, as too good for such bad people as we are, 
the Jury, Tdare say, will give you as much credit as you 
deserve. 

Swearaway. Really, my Lord, T must throw myself upon 
the protection ofthe Court. L cannot endure such impertt. 
nence. [ never heard a witness tell the truth with such 
audacity before. | 


you swear he did 


Cross-examined by Serjeant Licaway, for the defendan’ 


Lieaway. Uow long have you known the defendant, did 
you say :—all your life? 

Holdfast. No! Usaid Thad known the Jazes all my life, 
T have known the defendant add his life, and a very bad one 
tt has been! 

Licaway. T did not ask you that. Dont you know that 
the defendant comes of a very good family 2 anil has very 
respectable conneetions ? 

Mloldfast. No, not 1. We comes of a very bad one. 
All his predecessors have been as bad as they could be, I 
thought; but he has certainly surpassed themin the last 
year or two of his tife! and as for his connections, L know 
of none except Oliver, Castles, and Canning, who are not 
ashamed of him. 

Lieaway. I say, you must know that he is the head of the 
family of the Commons of England, a family the most: re- 
nowned for skill, valour, and virtue in the whole world! 

Holdfast. Usay he és not. He is but a bastard usurper 
of the rights of that noble family— that he has stolen the 
title deeds of the estate from the real hefr, and that he has 
no right whatever to call himself the representative of that 
family ! 

Lieaweay. Take eare what you say, Sie. Take care what 
you say. Remember you may be called upon to auswer it 
in a Court of law. 

Holdfast. Lean answer itin any Court of Justice, and 
I don't cure fos law which yustice does not sanction. 


Callin Francis Telltruth. 


Mr. Plainway. You were present, I believe, at some 
nart of the conduct of the defendant against the laws of the 
tard. 

Teiltruth, Yes. 1 saw several most barbarously used. 
T saw Magna Charta grossly insulted night after night; and 
a desperate wound given it, by the construction of several 
modern laws, as they are called, suchas the Alien Bilt, 
the Gagering Acts.-.the new laws prohibiting every fair 
expression of the public will, which is the oldesé /aw of the 
land, and the most to be respected. [saw also the Habeas 
Corpus Act villainously mangled, and at last thrown out of 
Court; and did al £ co@d to prevent it, but to no pur- 
pose. 
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You say the de! 
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Plainwey. Did you warn the defendant. of the conse. 
quences of his conduct? 

Telitruth, Frequently : but he paid vo attendion to j¢. 
Ile said the people were mad, and ignorant, ard impatient ; 
that they must be treated like madmen to bring thei to 
their senses; and a thousand such other taunts and rests 
Which to me secmed very unseemly. iit 

Examined by Serjeant Swearaway, 

S:cearazay, Whet do you know of the daws, Sir? 

Lel/truth, | kuow that some of them are dead, and others 
on the peint of expiring from the ill-treatment they h 
received from the defcudant., 

Swcaraway. And what do you know of the defendant ? 
the honorable Mr. Parliament ? 

Felltruth, That he has no defence...that he is net ho. 
norable—and that he kas no right to his usurped name, 

Szvearaway. Now, Sir, [ ask you, have you not fre. 
quently heard him express his great regard, his high vener. 
ation, and his deep aitachmeni ta the laws ? 

Telltruth. Yes, very often; and never so frequently as 
when he was in the act of destroying them ! 

Swearaway, Was not his conduct entirely guided by a 
publicly professed regard for the public good ? 

Lellvuth, Yes, always; but he did not belies * }; inself. 
and therefore could not expect that any one else would be. 
licve him, 

Swearaway, Can you recollect none of the many good 
actions he has performed abroad aud at home, during his 
political existence ? 

Velliruth. No! Onever heard any thipg of that kind 
laid to his charge, Tle has one merit, I believe, that of 
being consistent in doing mischief. 

Swearaway. I declare, my Lord, this witness has put me 
into a strange agitation. Do, brother Licaway, try what 
you can make of him, 

Lieaway. Pray, Sir, is it true, that you area jaco. 
bin? 

Telltruth. Before Taaswer, may U ask youif yon are 
one ? 

Lieaway, Certainly not! certainly not! God forbid! 

Telltruth, Why then, itis probable Lam: for I would 
not willingly be of your opinion in any thing. 

Licaway. impertinent, I declare. I will not ask you 
another question, Sir. You ought to be committed. I[ 
am sorry that weare in a Court of Justice. [ would move 
your committal, myself, Sir, in any Court of Law in the 
kingdom. 


ave 


Call up Lord Aauly. 

Plainzay.—You were in company with Francis Tells 
truth, when he witnessed the acts described in his evidence. 

Lord Manly, U was, and can corroborate the truth of 
his statement, 

Swearaway. You arc a lord, 1 believe ? 

Lord Manly, Uhave no absolute right to the epithet; 
and as it is worn by so many who have tarnissed it, 
I shall not be very angry if you refuse it tome! 

Swearaway. Oh! no! by no means! Your lordship is 


very well aware that courtesy and custom is right: and 
therefore I wonder to find your lordship here as an evis 
dence against the defendant, the honorable Mr, Parlia- 
ment, beeause your Jogdship must be aware that all he hss 
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done, has been according to custom, and the practice of his 
ancestors, time immemerial, Your lordship will agree to 
that. J am sure. 

Lord Manly. I cannot dispute the fact, that his ances. 
tors have been bad enough, and I regret that they should 
have been so; but LI cannot agree with you that murder, 
though a very old custom, or rubbery, a custom nearly as 
old, can be at all recoaciled to justice, though they very fre- 
quently make up matters with /aw ina very comfortable, 
and no doubt, to them avery satisfactory manner, 

Swearaway. Really, my lord, you are exceeding the 
limits of evidence, There are a great many things that ze 
dunt want to hear, and which you should not say. You 
should have some regard to delicacy tn a court of law! 

Mr. Justice Common Sense. | must remind you, Mr. 
Serjeant Swedrazwey, that this is acourt of equity and jus. 
fice, aad not acourtof law. Law, to be entitled to respect, 
must only be a declaration of equity and justice. The dar 
you have beca accustomed to practise, is a miserable substi. 
lue for the principles upon which it ought to be founded. 

Srearazay. (aside to Liecaway). Uow the devil came 
Common Sease upon the bench?) It is anu appointment 
avainst the rules of court, and the whole profession ought to 
protest against it). L declare £ do not know what to do, if 
your Lewd: hip makes these séveular decisions. Law my 
Lord, L suppose is Law; at least Law says so, and if Laz 
is not to be believed, my Lord; 1 do not see how any body 
willerust Law, or respect law or goto Laz; and therefore 
Lhope thatthe Lav will have the protection of Lar, or 
there will be an end of Law! 

Common Sense. Lwishit to lave a good end, Mr. Ser- 
jeant Swearaway! but we must not lose time in disputing 
about dace: we sit here tu administer justice, 

Mr. Plainway. My Lord, § have no further witnesses 
that I shall examine to the charge of high treason, DL tuink 
that we nave fully proved our point, viz. —that Wr. Parlia. 
ment has endeavoured to deprive the people of theér wé/l, 

vutch is the sovereéen dacc,—and in so doing has compassed 
lie death of (he sovereden, We wow proceed to the charge 


OP SEDEPLON whieh will be as clearly proved. Sedition 
Comstsis dm readering the people discontented ; stirring up 
popalar COraaetbon anal nibidtheing the basis of eood 
GOVerIMent. yy sco cistrast and disalleetion amongst the 
populace, sow, wiel so likely to create Cummotion, as fo 


"Ob them of their nrotecting laws, anid 
perly to piilage, and (ie 
€rime ? Whatro ikely to render a nation indgisposed towards 
all voverinicul, as the abuse ap the pores with which it has 
Cntrusted ts gover nors 2 Wa likely to sow distract, as 
the perversion of power, and the breach of coniidence, 
Which we shail prove against Mer. Parliament ! What so 
likely tu create disaMection anong the governed, as a system 
oft r or and espionage adopted by the goveruo:s 2? A'l these 
tyideuces ol seuation, we shall bring home to the defendant ; 
ind whatever may be swore, orfied to the contrary, we 
shall no doubt cunvince the jury, that their vercice raust be 
Guiry. ‘To save time my Lord, I shal) not dwelt on the 
Mitor points of the indietment separately, but mercly eal 
witnesses in support of then. from whose testimony the Jury 
will form a proper opinion of their daly, Call in Joun 
Holdfast ag aii. 

Pluiaway. What is the state of the country now, and 
Whathas it been for the last seven years, 


lav open thear pro. 


le persons fo encerceradion without 


if SE 


_—_ 





Holdfast. It is every where full of the best-founded dis. 
content, [chas seen maintaiged during peac all itsjreasonable 
expectations disappointed, There is a large standing army 
which is ofno other use than to menace, or to oppress. There 
is av enormous debt, which ought ucver to have been incurred, 
There is an immense number of sycophants aud hypocrites, 
who are provided for at the expense of the laborious, and 
the virtuous; and all these things lave been suffered, 
enacted, or protected by the defendant ! 

Plainway. You have seen and heard the discontent of the 
people loudly and generally expressed ? 

floldjast. V have, and verily believe that the seditious 
conduct of the defendant bas been the sole reason of the dis. 
content and commotious, that I have seen or heard of, 

Licavay. But do you say, Mr. Holdfast ;—now mind 
what you auswer —do you say that the people have any right 
to be discontented ? 

Ifoldjast. Yes, Tdo! ‘They have ai undoubted right to 
eX press what they feel; and to act as men, when they are 
injured by any King, Lords, or Commons, under the canopy 
of heaven. 

Licaway. Ol! Lord ! oh Lord! There is an end to all 
proceedings. T hereby request your Lordship to take the 
defendant from the bar, and place the witacss there ia his 
stead, I do humbly move that this witness be immediately 
tried for Aéch treason! 

Common Sense, Lam sorry that PF cannot oblige you. 
To my miad, he has said nothing but the truth 

Licazay. Well, my Lord! ‘The t.uch, the truth, T hope 
isnot the less criminal because it is truth. dt is arule of 
courtymy Jord, that truth must not be spoken, when é has 
a tendency to tajure any man, and | submit the language of 
the witness isvery much calculated to injure the defendant : 
and itis not to be borne that @ witness should do any mis. 
chief to eny one, by speaking the truth! 

Common Sense, What the of your courtare, Tam 
unacquainted with, bnever was dacucd to practise there z 


rules 
aud not being fond of going voluntarily into bad company, 
Tonever tutraded myself above avear, and EL have not 
thought ti worth a y While to remember the ridiculous rules, 
that f was compelled to oppose, ‘bhe King of Kings de. 
; and fb do not sce why 
should possess any right 
in a Court of Justice. 
-you do not scem to kuow where 


ONCE 


mands the (ruth of all his subjects 
any earthity vicegerenut of the dav, 
to prohibit it (iy where-—sull | 
You lave forgot \ ourself 
you are, 

Sscaracay, Why.my Lord, my brother never was here 
before, that is certain, ver myself either 5 and to say truth, 
we dowt much care how soou we ged aGivay ; but there was 
no intention to offend your Lordship, whatever, 

Goon. Mer. Plainway, 

Call Johan Bull, 

Phainvay. Wall siv, what de vou know of the prisoner at 
atthe ber. Tle is a servant of yours | believe. 

John Bull. A servant. 


Sorvant to be sure. Ee promised to Serve me, wher 


Com INV} Sen $c. 


plague 


ficure Pcut at present. Lord bless you! when I engaged 
that fellow, b was wot so well in health os Pbiad heen; and 
I had sutfered something tu my affairs by some of his family 
before. "Phey saidit was all mestalke, that they meant me 
very well, but they had becm a little unfortunate, or so. 
Aad then this fellow here, Giis Me, Parliament, he said be 


e . » % 
fake bin: ' Tle isa pretty 
I en. 
eiged him, but you may see how he has served me, by the 
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understood every thing, and could mend every thing, and set | own making, when the making of such laws is one of the 
every thing to rights. “So you see f was fool eaough | principal charges against him! 


to take his word, though there was no likelihood in 
the world that he would ever keep it.” But [was 
getting old! and what with O//sfers, and deveches, I 
was reduced too low for minding my own: affairs. And 
then [ had a great pair of trons pnt on, that the doctor said, 
Was to sfrengthen my limbs; sof trusted and tried the 
fellow at the bar, tomy sorrow and to my shame I speak it. 
First he said he was a good farmer, and he ruinedsmy farms; 
then he tried his hand at trade with what was left, and-he 
lost half that :—and t’other half, he says he will put in his 
awn pocket fur his pains:—and, as if- this wasn’t enough, 
he. threatened to put me in the stocks, if [ said any thing 
about his conduct. I am very glad you, Mr. Common 
Sense, have got him safe ; and L hope you'll give him what 
he deserves. The fellow has cost me su much already that 
I han’t the price of a cord to spare for him; but if the rope- 
maker will give me cvcdit, it shall be the first dcbt I pay, 
aod with many thanks for the favour. 

Swearuway. So you are a pretty. fellow for a witness, 
to set yourself down a fuol! 

John Bull. Wiy Lam simple enough for that, but I 
would do any thing rather than be set down @ rogue! anda 
rogue I should be, not to appear againsé this fellow, and let 
him be set at liberty to cheat other folks. 

‘Swearaway. Come, my good fellow, [.am sure the de. 
fendant meant all for your good, aud you should net bear 
any ill-will towards him in his misfortunes, They will 
happen, you know. You will recommend him to mercy. 

. John Bull, Mercy! aye just the kind of mercy that he 
shews to other persons. You may send him to St, Helena, 
if you will, and murder him by instalments, as they say 
Boney is dying. Ods life, I'd forgive Mr. Parliament any 
thing but wanton cruelty, and wicked deception, Mercy, 
indeed! Where the devil did you get hold of the word! 
Not from Mr. Parliament, [ am sure! 

Mr, Plainway. Our case is now closed. We might pur- 
sue it much further but the guilt of the defendant is so fully 

roved, that it isuynnecessary to proceed further, 1 will not 
add to the load upon his shoulder. [ will not even pray fer 
punishment. Let justice decide, and mercy pronounce 
sentence spon the defendant. 

Common Sense. Now, Serjcants Swearaway and Lieaway, 
proceed with your defence. 

Lieaway. We again object to the authority of the court. 
We don’t want justice. We want daw, and its very hard 
we can’t have it, when we are ready to pay, cost what it 
will! 

Common. Scnse. Your money will not here avail you. 
You are at the bar. You must hear the sentence of the 
court; and if you can ligh{en #, your duty tu your ¢lient 
calls for your exertions. 

Swearaway. Our defence, my lord, in few, is very good ; 
and as dawycrs, we know nothing abovt amy thing else: 
aud if we are not to be allowed to talk /aw, we can say 
nothing. 

Common Sense. 1 wish you to talk aio, but that law must 
not be opposed to justice. Ido not waut /A2 law which the 
defendant has made to sereen himself, while he oppressed 
others. A Aighwayman might as well bring the daws of his 
fraternity into court, and plead them in his dcfence ; as that 
Mr. Parliament should demand to be tried by laws of his 





Lieaway. But, my lord, we contend that he had a power 
to do as he pleased ; and the power to do so, constitutes dhe 
right to do so; ard the right constitutes the jus/ice, 

CommonSense. Right constitutes justice, but power 
does not constitute right. 

Liearay. That is against the rules of our Court, my 
lord ; and it avails es nothing to come here to submié a. 
rules of which we know nothing, and for which we care 
nothing. .My learned brother and myself, came here to see 
that the defendant had what he waned, wot what he de. 
served, That is no business of ours 3 ner we humbly con. 
ceive, ne business of your lordships. Add laze would be ag 
end, if desert were to be the measure of the Courts, ‘The 
witnesses say thevdefendant has done wrong. We say he 
had a right to d@ what he pleased ? and could do no wranp, 
while he pleased himself! Aud ine is ready (Co depose oa 
his own behalf that he did very v?¢ht, and that the people 
ought to be pleased, and be tried fur Alzkh treason, and be 
hanged in-his stead. We have witnesses athand, te prove 
the conscience, and to speak to the character of Mr = Par- 
liament. Here Mz. Oliver, come forward. Don't you 
believe the defendant a very invecent, good sort of be ing 2 

Oliver. Yes, as innocent and goed, as pryself! 

Lieawry. Do you. kuew any bara whatever of Mr. Pac. 
liament ? 

Oliver. No more than Ido cof myself! 

Lieanay. Come,.Mr, Castles: what do you snow of the 
defendant ? 

Catles, Thathe is my very good friend, and beliczed 
me, when nobody else woutid, 

Lieaway. Do you think him capable of hi 


’ 
gh treason, 
! 


i 
or sedition, or false accusation, or any crime whatever? 

Castles. No morethan Lom! upou my soul! 

Lieasay. Upon your oaik, you mean, 

Casties, No. Lden't, Tassure you. Since the last Jury 
would not believe my oath, Lam determined never to oler 
it again. 

Swcarawas. We had other witnes-es, my lord, but they 
are uot preseat. Reynolds and Richmond are provided 
for out of the country, and could not be found ; but the re. 
spectable evidence we have produced, will doubtless entitte 
us to an acquttlal ! 

Common Sense. Geatlemen of the Jury, you hare heard 
the accusation, and defence, As youare the judges, and 
not ne, it is my duty to leave the decision in your hands. 
There has been nothing so complicated, as to require any 
illustration from me; aud f have only to request that you 
will weigh the maticr well, and pronounce upon yorr con. 
sciences and your oaths, impartially between the defendant 
at the bar, and his accusers. 

The Jury retired, and were absent, by astep wat h,— 
three seconds, when they returned and found a verdiet of 
GUILTY, against Mr Parliament. ‘The verdict was ree 
ceived with unbounded applause; and the judge insme- 
diately proceeded to pass the following sentence-— 

That Mr. Parilament should be iustandy suspented— 
afterwards dissulved in the water of anthority, then to be 
divided into six hundred and fifty-eight pieers, and sent to 
the various divisions of the country enfétled to re pre eula- 
tion--to be eahibited--as the law directs. 


— 
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THE EXCELLENCE OF THE ENGLISH CHARAC. 


TER!!! 


_— 


Upon this subject English panegvric has, thank heaven, 
almost cxhausted itself. Even at the theatre, where silly 
managers, and silly writers have deemed nothing so ex- 
quisite as a touch upon the gallantry, the 6ravery, the dts. 
inderestcdness, the generosity, aud the every thing that is, 
or ought to be excellent im the spectators, yet the public 
begin to think that this exuberance of compliment is a little 
like the dexterous swindler, who will fla ter the under. 
standing which is at that moment his prey. But al- 
though we are not quite the demigods, that we have been 
hands so hard for being called, let us at least be 
let us not grow worse than 





clapping our 
If we have been children, 


MEN. 
childhood, but leave off our follies, as fast as we discover 
them. ‘Lhere is one trait in the English character which 


is really dele ores and as it springs from that idle vanity 
of believing ourselves the best and zeésest of the creation, it 
has taken a deep root; and shews itsclf frequently without 
thought, but not with the less criminality on that account. 
We allude to the insult with which Englishmen of a certain 
rank are disposed to treat, not only foredgners, but those 
with whom they ougit to consider themselves as nationally 
connected, There is no means of avoiding those insults on 
the part of those who are subjected to them, but two, 
aud that is having the recommendation of along purse, or 
agreat titie, Vien indeed the proud Englishman can 
eondescend to gupe, and stare, and wonder, and be civil, 
with all the complisance of a mercenary Dutchman; but a 
Stranger in rays, and with too much modesty to steal better 
clothes, isan object of general conlempl, tasult, and ridé. 
cule, among enlightened Englishmen. But of all that sutier 
this isnominious treatment, the tris LABOURER, and par. 
ticularly in the conatry, is the object the most frequently 
chosen fur this inhuman sport. Passing along in a stage. 
coach the othcr day, we were met on the road by a variety 
of those industrious labourers, who leave their owu country, 
and travel hundreds of miles, on foot, and ia the midst of a 
thousand privations, to offer for the harvest weeks their 
exertions to those farmers where the population is not suffi. 


cient to answer the immediate and pressing demand for 
labour. [tis astrong evidence of a man’s read/y wishing 


tobe employed, when he carries the mere tender of his 
Services sy far; and amidst so many GiMculties, is willing to 
wander in the mere hope ef obtaining employment.  Suca 
Men are at least entitled to forbearance. ‘To taunt them ts 
barbarous, is the behaviour of a demon, rather Chan ofa 
man, fu better times, they would have been entitled to 
ésteem, and to protection; but we have now too many 
rovues quartered upou Gur liberality, to pay any attention 
to the wants, however pressing, of poor and honest men, 
As thise adventurers walked by, their country, (hetrappeer. 
ance, thiir shocless fect, and their tattered garments forme! 
ample food for the ra:itiery and amusement of the genteel 
Passenzers who could avord, no matter at whose expense, 
. travel on the “ee 'e of a stage-coach, And if the mi. 

erable garb aud faligued looks of the of their 
fools! i Haleule were Jy 2 suflicient for general aiment, 
so@e more puinted way than tac rest, wou 
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f atiack upon their country-~as if it were wanting that the 
most unfeeling government of that unhappy division of ove 

empire, should be fulluwed by the most ‘unfeeling persecu. 
tion of such of its hapless uatives as might wander into the 
land of their oppressors, in the vain hope of avoiding theit 
Oppression ! 

My fellow travellers on the coach were no doubt aware 
that they were following the Gest audhvritics—that they 
were imitating the noblest erumples—that they were very 
clusstcalin their conduct—for in the days of Horace, it 
was just as customary among the ealéshtened Romans of 
that day, as amoung the enlightened Euglish at preseat :- 
then— 


Want was the scora of every wealihy fool, 
And worth in rags was sure of ridicule ! 


And yet what do these men want? They want employ. 
ment—they want fuod—aid they come some handreds of 
miles in guest of it?) They biing health and streagth inte 
the market, and they ask for them the support to which they 
are entitled. They leave their own country which ought to 
furnish them with food, and which would dose, were not its 
natural and local advantages destroyed by a system cf niis- 
goverament, which in folly aod injustice, never hada paral. 
lel in ancient or modern days---and the subjects of the land 
which holds them in abject slave ‘ry, and under military con. 
trol, daugh at, insult, and ridicule the hapless children of 
Ireland! Where are the orators, where are the patriots, 
where are the wits of this unhappy land?) Why are they 
silent?) Why does not the vast concave that surrounds 
the earth ring with the uurivatled cloquence, and resound 
with the burning indignation of the few hearts yet responsive 
to the touch of humanity, and swelling with the tre of 
genius! Whatis becoine of Grattan? What sensations 
awaken at the name! Let us leave it for a more grateful 
theme, Come, Phillips, and paint thy country’s wrongs, thy 
countrymen’s degradation. Leave the disputes of individuals 
to be settled by vies who cau do nothing else. The cagte 
should fly, has lown,to a nublerquarrey. Her station is by the 
genius of the § Emerald Isley”? her herald, her expositor, her 
historian, her praphet! aud her redeemer! Leave the prere. 
deced orders* to themselves. ‘They need no protectors, no 
assistance. Come to the standaid of the people—the neg- 
lected, the insulied peasant, the native heritor of the soil from 
Which he has becu driven by misrule, and for which in his 
uuwilling wandering from home and hope, and all his heart 
l:olds dear, he tinds himself repaid by —mucke ry! Surely the 
pestilent spir (¢ that convulsed the House of Commons wath 
lauchicr atthe azonies of almost e cpiring nature! has con. 
taminated the land ; and the cry of maniac mirth, and fren. 
cluimonr, pervades this sinking country. But whet 
ministers are mountebanks, and merry andrews, what muse 
the pcople who sutler themselves to be goveraed by sucts 
apes of authority and greatness 2?) Should any one be intre. 
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FNM. Phillips has addressed Linself to those “S privileged orders’ 
called the chelors of Sitgog but. asmight be expected, though wh the 
ele Gurnee of an ange To wothonte Qeat. biewse wvhoare bribed with their 
Gicn Vi rh s, to deny thore rrytils taoth tr, hive tao reasons for thew 
Conduci—native mpeardess, and Che comscionsness that they have comm. 
mitied citors of which they Creud tue Cous quences, Weeause cary wold 

y fear others will 
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duced to the great ape of Borneo, he wonld instantly con. 
clude that he had none but apes for his subjects ; and if he 
should find a wan amongst them, he would certainly be sur. 
prizved—and at the same time be convinced that he was 
there by ao choice, but joined the worship of the theory by 
the cormmand of that most imperious of ty rants, necessity, 


W. 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
oietieeiien 
From the Black Dwarf in Engiand, tothe Yellow Bonee at 
Jupan, 





ANOTIEER CLASS OF FRENBOOTERS—PROJECTED ALLIANCE— 
AND THE HAPPY CONSEQUENCES OF A PERFECT UNION BE- 
TWEEN ALL no—— !!! 


Friend of ry heart, 

Though LT weary thee with the length and frequency 
of my epistics, I must nevertheless proceed. It is only to 
thee that T can speak with freedom—only to thee 1 can 
pour out my ‘griefs, or with whom J] cau participate my 
joys. Should I publish them here L should encounter the 
direst of all hostility—the mouti of the law is open to bite, 
and the claws of the state are ready to scratch me. I can 
look neither to the right, nor to the left for safety ; but 
only forward to thee, thou most reverend, and most revered 
of Bonzes. ‘To thee therefore must I coutinue to address 
myself, and if my sacred correspondence should be violated, 
and be laid open to profaner eyes, those who run the hazard 
must bear the responsibility ; and not thy cautious, thy 
prudent, sable friend. 

‘Thou art aware of my opinion that the birds and the 
beasts are as sensible as most men,—that their proceedings 
are as worthy of observation ; and that as much may be 
lcarnt froma council of the feathered or fur-covered tribes, 
as from almost any assembly of that professed lord of the 
creation—mMANn! [ am, therefore, always a close observer 
of whatever relates to the inferior creation—a circumstance 
not very remarkable in the ardent friend of the ** /oreer 
orders.” Passing on the high road, the other day, I per- 
ceived a vast assemblage of rooks and crews; two species of 
birds very remarkable for prudence and foresight. It im. 
mediately occurred to me that it could be no other (hau a 
general meeling of those freebvoters,* to consider what 
means were to be adopted to secure their interest in these 
dangerous and new times. Every thing was conducted with 
the greatest order and decorum; and drawing near, under 
the shelter of a friendiy hedge, [ watched the business 
with all the scrutiny of a professed physiosnomist, aud if 
my interpretation of theirlooks and language be correct, 
the following is the substance of what passed. 

A very grave eld rock, 2!mnost as wise as a chanesllor, 
held up his head, and told the meeting, (hat the business 
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® J spould properly peroaps lave cal ed them free-holders, but as 
thatename peculiarly befor co very re-peetable ciass of people, who 
have votes for Members of Parliament, becawe they are absolutely 
worth forty billings a year, ane cre fore posses a righ. ofveting AW ay 
the liberties of others, Pt Gaght it more prodent to mike a distinction 
the rcadcr ueust bith eof perceive the di Feresce, 
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upon which they were couvened, was to devise the best 
means of counteracting the dangerous doctrines that had 
prevailed for some time, but were row spreading much more 
rapidly than ever, and threatened destruction to every aedl. 
meaning rook, or good.inten: coned erciv’, who was only an. 
Xious to secure those rights wiich had belonged to the 
species for ages before. ft was very well Kuown that the 
nature and practice of rooks aud crows were to go where 
they liked, to take woat they pleased, and from whom they 
thought proper :—that the farmers were the natural.born 
subjects of the reoks aiid crews; and that they were bound 
by right divine, as wali as by all ood practice, to leave 
them unmolested in the enjoytconc of their natural privi. 
leges: —that there must be roofs and crews was evident, 
because they existed in the order of naiure, and that it was 
rebellion and treason on the part of the s/ermer to think of 
lessening the number, however great they might be, and 
however much it might cost him to jer tAca 3 because as all 
the farmer he'd was only hela im évusd fer the rooks and 
crows, he oughi cheertully, as a goed sicward, to surrender 
all it it were wanted: and to be grateful for what was given 
him, if it were not all required. ‘This, said the o/d rook, was 
so edear that it wanted no comment; and althorngh he was 
net in the habit o- giving a hasty judgwcnt, he had uo hesi- 
tation in pronouncing tiis finatly : as also that it was guile 
clcar that if there were no rovks and crews, there could be 
no farmers! for Providence only blessed the jand with pro- 
duce on account of the rooks aad crows! He then adverted 
to the ingratitude of the farmers, in not hesitating even to 
murder them! to scare them away from the flelds—and to 
harrass them in every pos ible wav. But he had better news 
for the assembly, ‘Phere were a set of men who were above 
the prejudices of farmers—a set of men who would, he 
hoped, from th-ir past actions, take the rooks and crows 
under their spccial protection! He meant his Majcsty’s 
Ministers—the most wise aud most virtuous of all possible 
administrations—who had shew (he greatest fricudship for 
unfeathered rooks aud © cows, aud would, he had uo coubt, be 
equally the friends of the nobles, and mere anced species ; 
since man was only the last work of ihe Creaiou, Then, 
pulling out mother Sidomouth’s famous Cireuler, fe read 
aloud a translation in the language of the rogks ; aud pros 
ceeding to comment pon it, told bis augitery thacits objscet 
was to destroy all existing dams to tie picjadice of aeeks 
and crows, in the political world—aud io pusiish any Ways 
any body who said or did any thing to tocie prcjudice— or 
that even had a tendency to prejudice them that woen a 
political crow or rook only feck wiat aid nel belong bo him, 
if was not to be called sfeaiing-—that when cither saw whad 
was not true, iiwas not to be called /yine—that wheu either 
broke their word, it was wot to be calied averdring-- aid ihat 
if was perfectly fair for any erer or 100k lo co just what hie: 
pleased, without vesponsibility or oppesition! Xow this, 
said the grave old crafor, is cenjermudle lo uaiure, and tbe 
order of things— it prevents Gispuses 
wheels of jovernment clear—and guaraniees the Happiness 
and well-being of rooks and crews, for whom, and foi whore 
benein ro was guile clear that the whole universe was rented? 





hee eis the legitimate 
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aud Ghat if reoks and crems were satished. it was the auly of | 


all the ecstofthe ercation to be so. Now his object was to 


boiler the services of that meeting in aid of such lauduble 
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phiects—at demand of thetr natural and political allies, 


the unfeather © rooks and crows, their protection and co. 
operation, wpeu the principles of the holy alliance ! 

This address inct with wonderful approbation: and a pert 
crow, very brilliant in colewring, rose to second the propo. 
sifion: he obscrved, that he only had ¢hree months prepara. 
tion, and therefore hoped for thetr indulgence, as to the 
effusion of the moment which he was about to deliver, and 
then entertained them with a description of the geed cilects 
likely to resalt from their united labours. They were 
$6 convulsed with laughter, almost as strongly as the House 
of Commons were at Canuing’s butchering speech, when the 
crow painted the rage che farmer would be ing when he saw 
whole armies of roaks and crows regaling themsclves fegally 
at his expense, under ** a constilution as by law established.” 
and what jene fun it would be to see him hang his wife and 
family t6 prevent them from starving, aud then to drown 
himself in despair. At that happy period, he painted to 
his voracious audience the delight they would expericnce in 
indulging themselves with poe the bones of the uugrate. 
ful farmer and his family, which they, he observed, very 
humanely, never intended to have doue, if he had been 
erateful for the favour done him in devouring his produce. 
He protested that rooks and crows were the most easily con. 
tented of any beings in the world; and that no laws ought 
to be allowed to remain that subjected rooks and crows to 
any act of enquiry or examination; and that for his part 
he perfectly agreed to the doctrine that rooAs and crows 
were, aud ought to be, the ouly objects of admiration in 
the worl d--that mere nature was nothing—but that a 
polished rook, or a welledressed crow, were much move than 


’ 


San honest man’? 

The noblest work of God. 
Was indecd unworthy of being included in the same ca. 
talogue, except a ‘*prating magpie,’ to which family 
he had the honor of being, as he was informed, distantly 
related. 

Approbation again shook the assembly ; and as there exists 
no diilerence* between crows, when here is carrion caough 
for both, the proposition was most unanimonsly carricd, An 
address was then proposed and agreed to, founded upan the 


principles of the “famous circular,” in the following 
terms :— 
‘To the most worthy administration that ever existed,— 


the address of the ancient order of rooks and crows of the 
counties of ——, ——, ——, Kc. Ke. in public meeting ase 
sembled, sheweth, 

‘That whereas it has always been the cuséom, and is the 
undoubted right of rooks and crows to do what th ey please ; 
and whereas this pri: Saute has been recognized in various 
public acts by a most weise administragion. as 
themselves, w hom this waniien iswilling toack 
of the genuine species of rooks and crows; thismeeting pro. 
Poses atreaty of alliance, otfensive and defensive against those 


relate to 
nowledee are 
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® The diffrence of Opinion amang the reformers tas heen ollewed 


Against them. Now those who recollect theadage that’ here as hones 
wMongst thieves,’ andsee what perfeet cordiality evi-ts beiween roenes 
of all sorts, willacknowledge whatan obstip: ite, fo Ligh, wrome-Nende | 


Mee of honest bleckhendsqhe reformera are 
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rebels and fraitors, who are anxious to keep what is their 
own, andto prevent the rooks and crows’ whether feathered, 
or unfe a from taking whaé ts not. And, whereas. 
several enguicl spirits, and public agitators, have attempted 
toexcite hostility against the true principles ofg government ; 
which consist in those wie have property surrendering it te 
those who have net, by due and reguler jaxation, we have 
further to propose that every one resisting the attempt of 
any sook orcrow lotakeetther what Ae wan’s or whathe may 
rount, citaer with law, or without it, shall be forthwith dee 
claved guilty of @igh eawen, his goods confiscated, and his 
family attainted, * for 74 And whereas, several allegra. 
tions ** as fase as hell,” have been propagated against the 
ancient order of cooks and crows which ousht not to have 
been permitted, even if true, that the reots and crows have 
entertained the idea of voluntarily surrendering any of their 
rights and custums, this is to declare that the J will defend 
them “*for ever,’ as their uatural born right, against all 
truth, reason, and justice. And whereas we have full cause 
to believe that every rook and crow in the universe must he 
of the same opinion, we hereby engage to procure the sigs 
natures of allin the neighbouring counties, to this our de. 
clarationin the cause of social order, and this ** holy al. 
liance.”? 

On the passing of this address, the meeting broke up ir 
the utmost order; after appointing several parish com. 
mittces, which immediately adjourned to their several dis. 
tricts, to fuifil their important commi-sions. The farmers 
must now tremble—there is no hope for them—the rooks 


CUCI 


and crows are armed witha d/rise right—the Vv have the long 


train of practice, and customs—not the worse for heing bad, 
for why should not one generation be as stupid as another 
in supporting these dungerous enemies! Lam glad that I 
am 2o farmer! for T may new be spared; vet my safety 
may be only for a@ moment, forwhen they have devoured the 
crops and the farn.er. the ‘y may assailoven me, My insigni- 
ficance may not be able to protect me; and I may break fest 
some halfderen of the holy alliance in my tarn. Bat L will 
not! By my fathers head, and my own beard I will not! 
The spirit of my ancestors it rising within me, and I will 
neither furnish a breakfast myself, nor cven pay for the 
price of one, toany craze in the universe—no! nor to any 
rook, neither! Dwarfs, Twill maintain it, are, aad ought 
tou be, as free, as rooks, and crows! 
submission tothem., DT will—aye. Puil! call ap my courage— 
andeven pluck from the crow’s vings, if lie should attack, 
the feather with which Do owitl punish bis temerity. 1 ain 
not boasting, by thy siiver hairs, Loan not! Shall rocks 
and crows, reign paramount! No. not while there are 
Dwarfs too in exisience! Expect from 


Dwarfs, and Black 

ine the details of my prote ss. IL will become as noted, as 
the renowned giant killer, if Doan borrow his invisible coat. 
Oh! my friend, pity with me the cd/mave w 
so litle value, that even rooks and crows claim the pre. 
eminence. and wish for coverament. Ob ' if Thad them in 
Japan. should share the fate of our parrots, But 
alas, nobody would buy rooks and crews, They are 
plentiful every where. However the feathered ones have 
-ome recommendation—they are certainly 
naiure—but the others'—Ah! nature knows 
thom. She never eanld have prodnecd sush aecomp?/ 
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creatures! But 1 must conclude, and prepare—lest the 
rooks and crows take me at a disadvantage. | Adicu— 


Thy friend and well.wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





Nesolutions unanimously passed, at a Public Meeting al 
Birch, on Monday, June 8th 1818. 


Resolved, 


Ist, That all nen are by nature equal, free, and independent. 


2d, That this Meetiog views with sorrow and indignation, the wretched 
detestable aiiicces which, an imbecile aod unprincipled adminis- 
tration have had reconrse to, in order to crush the spirit of Reform, 
and annihilate the principtes of liberty in these kingdoms. 


3d. That when a House of Commons, ceases to be the safeguard and 
protection of the people, against the «xhurbitant aggressions of 
insolent power; it loses ail pretensions ta public confidence Jana 
sno logger entitled to the appcilation of the Commons House. 


4th. That the friends of the present system wish the produce of the peo- 
ple's labour tobe con-amed bya few cich meng that moderate Re- 
formers wish that produce to be consumed by a great oumber of 


the rich; but radical Reformers wish itto be consumed by te peo- 
ple themselves, 


Sth. That, therefore, the necessity afa Reforr in the Cowmons House, 
founded on the basis of Us.versal Soffra .¢ and Acatal Parliaments 
Is mauivestly evident. Ttis ne: a question of 1. ore political specul ce 
tien, but o absolute ewergency. Ut: ‘ars, i ideed, tie sole, and 
only aliernative for rescuing the couusy free athe chains © stern 
despotism onthe one hand, or pre ving 4( Crom the “readiu: (ou- 
fusion of convulsive ap uweay on the other, 


6th. That the late wars never would have Leen cc'ered isto, or if en- 
fered into, would n.' have eo pre. ted > 30 1 108670 extre- 
mity, fad there been a fais represen «tion of the people in the 
Commons House, 


Tth, That as thoug) the sufferine of the peovle of these Kinsdoms 
were notexcruciating “nou sh, crushed by. aill-sione of .. thousand 
millions of debt, the Boroughmoungers and viniscers have, oy pass- 
ing the starvation Acts, commonly called the Corn Bis, rased the 
necessiries of life toa shameful and abominame price, ths re - 
dering the people miserable, cutting up the very foundation of trace 
and commerce, and ullimately tuining our country for (heir own 
imaginary advantage. 

Sth, That the establishing a detestable paper money system, by which 
Ministers have been enabled to destroy liberty abroad, and enslave 
us at home, calls uponus, as oglishmen, and as friends to our coun- 
try, for an enquiry into ifs cause. 


9th. That the sending forth Spies and Informers for the sole purpose of 
irritating the people to acts of outrage and violence, calls most 
loudly foran impeachment of the chief authors of such wicked and 
abominable practices. 

10th. That the upholding of an immense standing Army in time of peace, 
fully shews the despotic views of the Boroughmoogers aud Ministers, 
and proclaims tothe astonished world, Britain is governed by the 
sword and not by laws a situation which our forefathers would 
bave spurned at with ind goation. 


Yhth. That in order to remove these numerous evils, we are determined 
unceasingly to advocate a racical Reform in the Commons House, 
apd in pursuance of this determination, we thereby pledge ourselves 
to use every effort in our power, to promulgate the principles of 
Reform. 


,2Qth, That should the Electors of Caventry return Mr. Cobbett, they 
will deserve the thaoks of this Meeting, who expect this favour at 
their hands, 


3th. That should Lord Cochrane go abroad, as isreported, we hereby 
saticit the Mectors of Westminster, to return Mr. Heory Hunt, of 
Middleton Cottage, who we hear is offering himself asa Candidate, 
in so doing, they will deserve the thanks of Englishmen. 


Stith. That this Meeting wishes every degree of success to attend the ex- 
ertions of the worthy aod independent Electors of the County of 
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Vestmoreland.5 ta fire thenteclves 


| from the galling thraldrom of 
the 


Lewther firiis, to vt aristocratic (vranny thes have se 
degradipgly, so long subio cece, but cannot but regret thay they 
have nota more wort el aiseteron whom to be tow heir suf. 
frages, thaninat qouibbling lawver, that contem ‘ibte senator hat 


miechi: veus, yet fidious, pretending Reformin, Mu »Boovltims whe 
b. le Ny pert Hitical professtons (tending to deceive the morc th ught- 
Jess) and ais sideway hos dity, isa far more  aveercusencmy tg 
the cause of the people, than cither of those us). fincinied Monisters, 
Ca ereagh or Canuimg. 


bth. That, otwithstanding the insulting manrer which the Potitions 
of the people, for Reform, bave been repeatedly treated hy the 
House of Commons, we resolve orce more to pray that ty dy, te 
greata Reform, on the principles of Universal Saffrage acd Au- 
nual Parlinments, and that a Cominittee be appointed to prepare 
a petition tu such eect. 


16th. That the best thank: of this Meeting are due, end are hereby 
given to Sir Francis Bordett, for his patriotic conduct in genera). 
bui more especially forte very able and unargswerabtte arguments 
with which he prefaced his motion on the subject of radical Re- 
form, June 2, ISIS. 


17th. That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Major Cartwright, 
Lord Cochrane, Mr. Hunt, Mr. Sherwia, Mr. Levell, Mr. Cob 
bert, Mr. Wooler, and all others who have advocated the cause of 
radical Reform, likewise to ull who have been unjustly confined 
during the Suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act. 


16:h. That the thanks of this Meeting are due, and hereby given to Mr 
J. Healy, for his very able and patrietic conduct in the Chair this 
day. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Bentham on Reform being now completed, may ke had in boards, 


price 4s. 
Received—A. B.—S. B.—and T. Whitaker. 
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MANCHESTER COTTON SPINNERS. 








Many papers are loud in their abuse of those who now demand ar 
advance of the prices « 1 tabour which is not pustificd by the canduct of 
ihe maanfecturers, The masters reduced the pres 6: labour to the lowest | 
chb. They miznt be compelled to au this, but this was cone ; and ihe 
labourer could owly yeto: aoa pittance lower than what ehority woold 
pronounce adequate to mere subsistence. The masters said they could 
give no more —that trade was annihilated, and that their profit could 
atturd no more, Now then trade bas revived -and thei business is to 
restore prices to somethieg like asum suiicientto keep the buman frame 
rogethe It is confiiently stated, that toousands cannot ob:ain, upon 
au average, now more than terelve shillings a weck, that mary cannot 
obtain ten, or even eight! Es th + asum suifcrent tor the sustemaace ofa 
familv? ki bertrade bas revived, ori: vas nol. Let the masters come 
forward. Perhaps itwill be for nd, thites ce che labourer bad managed 
to subsist upon sevenor eight shillings 2 week, Ge only huows bow ! the 
manufacturers have discovered that they could yet furce a trade, caleu- 
lating the cost at what the wo. kmen had been obi/ged fo take. But ean 
they expect that a temporary privation of almostevery necessary. will, 
or should, be submitted to, by a perrmunent ea aiog of misery, nits 
worst shapes, fam ne and rags, Mpont oo workmenand heir descendents 
That trade is pot worth pursuing wiiel wil not e'ord (oa all who are 
employed in it, a competency s—and alth igh combi ‘ous emongse the 
labourers may be perricious to foreign con:merce, cem inatio » amongst 
the masters are equally injurious te cemestic pre verity Tis only by 
dividing the advantages, that masters and meu coy ive an hope ud 
peace. Let the demancs of the jouruesman proved extravagant, 
before they are condemned as unjust. Let the niasters come, forward 
and explain the business, 
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